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Document #598  Keeler, Bruce      Red River Canoe Company 

 
From: redriver [redriver@redrivercanoe.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 7:48 PM 
To: moabcomments 
Subject: Atlas Tailing Comments 
 
Department of Energy, Atlas EIS Comments, 
 
As  a River Outfitter who operates on the Colorado River adjacent to and  
below the location of the Atlas tailings I must strongly recommend that  
the tailings be moved away from the Colorado River flood plain.  My day  
trip business by canoe from the boat ramp above the tailings to several  
destinations several miles below the pile has stopped being a viable  
business option since the official reports have come out.  The Moab area  
is tourist based and keeping the tailings in place will harm our current  
local economy. 
 
I also serve as the Mayor of the Town of Castle Valley located  
approximately 16 miles from the pile.  We shop for our groceries and all  
necessities in Moab so our  concern is very personal here also.  The  
Town Council has voted to support a resolution promoting the moving of  
the pile north of Moab. 
 
 
There are several other points that need to be considered in the choice  
to relocate the tailings pile.  The amounts of ammonia, radium, lead and  
others are too high to leave in the flood plain because no one can  
account for disaster related to flooding from a major regional river  
system.  We have a responsibility to the future generations to leave  
them with clean, safe water not water contaminated by nuclear waste.  
The health of the Moab Community is also tied to the moving out of their  
"air space", not to mention the current and future down stream users.  
Health and safety should hold sway over cost, although we should try to  
keep the necessary costs as low as possible.  This would lead to moving  
the pile north to Klondie Flat. 
 
Moab has produced this waste to help with the cold war and is still  
willing to keep the waste locally, it just needs to be moved away from  
the Colorado River. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Bruce A. Keeler 
Mayor, Town of Castle Valley 
General Manager/Owner Red River Canoe Company 
Castle Valley, Utah 
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Document #602  Paterson, Lisa      Individual 

 
From: Lisa Paterson [lpater1@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 9:08 PM 
To: moabcomments 
Subject: Atlas Tailings Removal 
To Whom It Concerns: 
  
Thank you for accepting my comments on the safe removal of the Atlas tailings. The tailings are 
leaking ammonia and radioactive waste into the Colorado River now.  It has been demonstrated 
that a large flood could carry a significant amount of radioactive tailings down the Colorado 
River thus contaminating drinking and irrigation water.  Capping the tailing on site will not 
eliminate this possibility.  Therefore, the tailings must be moved. 
  
It is the removal of the tailings that concerns me as a citizen of Moab.  To insure the safety and 
health of all citizens of the Moab Valley and our tourists, the removal of the tailings must be 
done in such a way as to produce NO DUST.  Some sort of negatively pressured building must 
be erected in which the tailings will be scooped into whatever vessel used to carry them north to 
the repository.  The train cars/trucks or whatever is used to transport the tailings must also be 
sealed so well that no radioactive tailings are allowed to escape. 
  
It does no good to move the tailings for the safety and benefit of those downriver at the expense 
of Moab citizens and our tourist economy.  Please! remove them without allowing radioactive 
dust to escape.   
  
Thank you.   
  
Sincerely, 
Lisa P Paterson 
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Document #662  Roberts, Harold      International Uranium (USA) Corporation 
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